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and even of "old girls" in special need of treatment. As
for the cripples, they are members of "families" along with
their healthy c'sisters"; but, as many are too deformed
ever to fend for themselves, and as they have no friends
anywhere on earth save Barnardo's, the village opened up
a large Embroidery Department, where under skilled tuition,
by warped bodies but radiant spirits, is produced the most
exquisite needlecraft. Some of the cripples are over thirty
years old and have been with Barnardo's since babyhood.
Barnardo's was their first home, and will remain their last
on earth. Yet, deformed as they are, they could teach
millions of healthy-bodied people the secret of cheerfulness.
Ten minutes drive takes you from the Girls' Village Home,
Barkingside, to the Boys' Garden City, Woodford Bridge.
In this "City", peopled by more than seven hundred Bar-
nardo boys, you find a totally different environment. The
scene is bolder, more virile than that of the Village Home.
Fewer flowers and shrubs, fewer lawns and dove-cots meet the
eye: far less of quiet, serene beauty makes itself felt. Here,
unmistakably, is a boys' world.
Well over fifty acres comprise the "City" estate, and
if the houses are larger and less surrounded by flowers,
shrubs and lawns than is the case at the Village Home, the
spacious playing-fields are more provocative of robust
endeavour. Football, cricket and other field sports are
always in prominence; while even the trees of this boys'
paradise are sturdy veterans which, having defied a thousand
storms, rear out their giant boughs on high, challenging the
lads to climb aloft and learn the secret of their strength.
In the Boys* Garden City, as in the Girls' Village Home,
the cottage is the unit; and here, too, each cottage has its
"mother", while the "sons" and "brothers" of each family
perform the household duties. And well they do them, too.
For although here each "family" consists of some thirty
sons, the rooms are as spotlessly clean as though all the
sons were daughters. Indeed, when paying an unexpected